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Deputy Chief LaTour received a call concerning a barrel floating in the Mississippi

River at Front and Washington. I was detailed there to investigate. On my arrival, I met

Joe Lanning, who is in charge of the Harbor Tow Sir J-ETTE. He told me about 0800 hours

on 08-16-89 the Sir J-ETTE was bumped by a floating barrel. When he saw it was a barrel,

he got an oar out and pushed it out of the way and back into the current. About an hour

later, he saw the barrel floating towards a camp just south of the repair facility at

Front and Washington.

Lanning said at the time he did not think anything about it, but heard on the news

later about the divers being burnt by some barrels on the river bottom, so he thought he

would report the barrel. He then showed me where the barrel was.

I called headquarters and advised them of what I had. Shortly thereafter Captain

Mason and Lt. Crabbe arrived and it was decided to cal1 out the Fire Department Haz Mat

truck. After the Haz Mat truck arrived, Firefighter Goodlng latej> arrived with Incident

Commander Assistant Chief Bonebrake.

It was decided to get a shipping barrel from one of the local industries to place the

!!' While waiting for this, Joe Lanning offered to get a barge with a small

crane j>n it to lift the drum from the water. After conferring with the Fire Department,

it was agreed this Mould be the best way to remove the drum from the water and place it

into the shipping barrel. A barrel was secured from Cooper Industries and was placed on

the barge. The barge_was_then_taken_ to _the area__of the drum. Fireman Good ing and Assist -

ant Chief Bonebrake borrowed a boat and went to the barrel and secured a line around it.
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The drum was lifted from the water and into the shipping barrel. The barrel was then

sealed and the barge was taken to the loading dock behind Comstock Castle and loaded onto

a Cooper Industries truck, which took the barrel to a wastewater treatment plant on Lock

and Dam Road. There it was unloaded and the drum was opened for samples to be taken.

As the drum was being opened, air escaped and at that time a substance that appeared

to be some sort of oil was also coming out with the air. After the pressure was released

on the drum, a couple of samples were taken by Jan Wavering. The samples appeared to be a

combination of water and oil, with a heavy sludge on the bottom of the drum.

Wavering secured samples and resealed the drum, then resealed the shipping barrel.

The drum is being kept at the treatment plant until Federal Investigators arrive sometime

next week to determine what to do with the drum.

Jan Wavering was going to do an analysis. That analysis showed the contents of the

barrel to be oil (which was believed to be some type of cutting oil) and mostly water.
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